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Qualitative Research 
• Qualitative research method is when researchers of many disciplines want 

to embark a research study to gather an in-depth understanding via inquiry 

by answering “why”, “how”, “what”, “where”, and “when” questions.  The 

researcher often time use small samples rather than large to produce 

information in regards to a particular case and make generalization or 

informed assertions. The generalizability of a qualitative study is generally 

based on the extended theory that can be extended to other cases and not on 

sampling of a dined population.  A qualitative research design should be an 

automatic process that operates through every stage of the research such as 

collecting and analyzing data, developing and modifying theory, 

elaborating or refocusing the research question and identifying and dealing 

with validity are usually taking a simultaneous process that each influences 

the other. Validity is at the heart of qualitative research, therefore, most 

academic research that are published in journals since 1970 are qualitative 

research studies.  

 



 
 

Data collection 

• Qualitative researchers have many choice when comes to data 

collection such as grounded theory, storytelling, shadowing and 

most common method is interview, further, it includes discussions, 

observation and field notes. To set a theme or pattern, researchers 

streamline the data to provide a basis for their research. For 

instance, researchers may conduct interviews with the focus groups 

to test the hypothesis of the selected topics. This method is 

common in market research where researchers are testing new 

businesses.  

 



 

Data Analysis 

There are a few techniques are available: 

    Interpretive techniques 

 This technique refers to when the researcher is acts as a 

 bystander or observer to examine the data or to interpret them 

 through his/her impression of the report. The researchers, 

 therefore, use the coding technique to organize then interpret the 

 data into quantitative methods. Modern qualitative data analyses 

 are most often are being performed by computer programs for 

 enhanced analysis. These programs bring efficiency and data 

 storage that otherwise difficult to maintain. The down side to 

 coding techniques is that it seeks to transform qualitative data 

 into experimentally valid data with value range, structural 

 proportion, contrast ratios and scientific objective properties but 

 the data loses its variety, richness and individual character.   

 



Data Analysis Continues… 

   Recursive abstraction  

 This technique refers to analyzing data without coding where the 

 datasets are summarized and further those summaries are further 

 summarized into compact set.  The common criticism is that  the 

 final conclusion are removed many times from the data, therefore, if 

 the initial summary is poor then it will yields to inaccurate final 

 report.  However, some argue that by documenting the reasons 

 behind each summary is the way to fix this problem.   

   Mechanical Techniques 

 This technique relies on counting words, phrases or coincidences 

 within the data, therefore, computers are the essential part. This 

 technique is particularly useful for large sets of qualitative data.  

 Some argue that the lack of a human interpreter would may 

 interferes with decision making process.    

 

 

 



 

Methodology 

The qualitative case study methodology provides tools for researcher to 

study complex phenomena within their contexts.  If the method applied 

correctly in health science research, it becomes a valuable method to 

develop theory, evaluate programs and develop interventions accordingly. 

There are certain elements that are important: 

 The focus of the study is to answer “how” and “why” question. 

 Researchers can’t manipulate the behavior of the participants. 

 The background must be covered because of its relevance to the research. 

 Boundaries are not clear between the experience and setting. 

 

For instance, the decision making process of women between the ages of 

30-40 years after mastectomy to through reconstructive surgery. The 

process will focus on “how” and “why” first.  Participants behave the way 

they do without manipulation from researcher who are looking at the 

background that are relevant to each case.  Each case is different and the 

experience and setting varies among participants.  
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Qualitative research give researchers to:  

• Explain the cause of a phenomenon. 

• Describe or observe complex process.  

• Investigate holistic, naturalistic subjects in social context. 

• Explain what is happening as participants are being viewed. 

• Reduce error and control biases and eliminate unwanted influences.  

• Help understand how participants are seeing the situation being 

studied.  

• Construct legitimacy. 

• Ensure internal and external validity.  

• Guarantee reliability.  

• Use multiple source of evidence. 

• Maintain chain of evidence. 

 

 

Purpose 



 
 
Real-life Example 
Attitudes of primary care physicians toward cancer-prevention trials: a focus group analysis. 

S. M. Frayne, M. Mancuso, M. N. Prout, and K. M. Freund 

  Abstract 

• PURPOSE: Recruitment of low-income and minority women to cancer-prevention trials requires a 

joint effort from specialists and primary care providers. We sought to assess primary care providers' 

attitudes toward participating in cancer-prevention trial recruitment.  

• PROCEDURES: We conducted a focus group with seven Boston-based primary care providers 

serving low-income and minority women. Providers discussed knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs 

regarding their role in recruitment to prevention trials.  

• FINDINGS: A qualitative analysis of the focus group transcript revealed nine categories. Three 

categories related specifically to the primary care physician: 1) the dual role physicians play as 

advocates for both patient and research; 2) threats to maintaining the primary care relationship; and 3) 

general philosophy toward prevention. An additional six categories could be subdivided as they apply 

to the primary care physician, the patient, and the community: 4) trust/commitment; 5) benefits of the 

research; 6) access to the research; 7) knowledge and recall of the research; 8) influences of media 

coverage about the research; and 9) cultural sensitivity.  

• CONCLUSIONS: Investigators conducting cancer-prevention trials must address the concerns of 

primary care physicians to optimize recruitment of subjects- especially low-income and minority 

women-into trials. 

To  access full article, please click the link below.  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2594001/ 
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